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“Jesus Loves Me” for Seniors
(submitted)

A church in Atlanta was honoring one of its senior pastors who had been retired many years. He was 92 at that time
and I wondered why the church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach at that age.
After a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the applause quieted down, he rose from his high back
chair and walked slowly, with great effort and a sliding gait to the podium. Without a note or written paper of any kind
he placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and slowly he began to speak....
"When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what was the greatest
lesson ever learned in my 50-odd years of preaching. I thought about it for a few days and boiled it down to just one
thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me through all my trials. The one thing that I could
always rely on when tears and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed me. The only thing that would
comfort was this verse:
Jesus loves me! this I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
The Bible tells me so."
The old pastor stated, "I always noticed that it was the adults who chose the children's hymn Jesus Loves Me (for
the children of course) during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang the loudest because I could see they
knew it the best."
"Here for you now is a senior version of Jesus Loves Me":
Jesus loves me, this I know,
Though my hair is white as snow,
Though my sight is growing dim,
Still He bids me trust in Him.
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
The Bible tells me so.
Though my steps are oh, so slow.
With my hand in His I'll go
On through life, let come what may,
He'll be there to lead the way.
(Chorus)
When the nights are dark and long,

In my heart He puts a song,
Telling me in words so clear,
‘Have no fear, for I am near.’
(Chorus)
When my work on earth is done,
And life's victories have been won.
He will take me home above,
Then I'll understand His love.
(Chorus)
I love Jesus, does He know?
Have I ever told Him so?
Jesus loves to hear me say,
That I love Him every day.
(Chorus)
—Author unknown

Updated Mask Policy
On Tuesday, May 18, 2021 the session of Grace Presbyterian Church voted unanimously
(with one member absent) to adopt the most recent CDC guidelines regarding the wearing of
masks within state and local law and regulations.
Briefly, fully vaccinated individuals are not required to wear a mask indoors or outdoors on
our premises. Unvaccinated individuals should wear a mask indoors at all times and
outdoors when they cannot be socially distant.
Successful use of this policy depends upon our attendees being honest regarding their
vaccination status.
The session also decided to keep the pews marked for social distancing, as they are now,
but, in view of the size of our sanctuary and our average attendance, to encourage attendees
to space themselves as they feel comfortable. No one is discouraged from wearing a mask,
as they see fit.
Also consistent with CDC guidelines from the beginning, the session encourages all members
and guests to be vaccinated at their soonest opportunity for the sake of all.
The session has been in regular conversation about the recommended mitigation measures,
as well as our congregation’s general health and comfort level. The session will continue that
conversation going forward, and is always open to comments and observations by our
attendees. Incidentally, the session also voted unanimously to forego masks in their
meetings.
We see ourselves as stewards of both the information that is available and the health of our
attendees. We hold ourselves accountable to God for our decisions and our behavior,
particularly as it relates to such serious matters. We thank the congregation for your support,
and we covet the prayers of all attendees and members as we move together into the future.

Worship Schedule
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship

Church Office Hours
M-Thur. 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A Nursery is available every Sunday
during Worship in Room 4.

The Presbyterian Women hosted a bake sale
after worship on Sunday, May 23rd. The sale
raised $290 for scholarships for the Grace youth
that will be attending Camp Agape this summer.
This year we have 3 youth attending Camp
Agape. Thanks to the congregation for your
generous support in making this sale successful.
Special thank you to all the Presbyterian Women
for baking the desserts!

The Vineyard Sunday School Class is held
on Sunday Mornings at 9:30am in the
Session Room. All attending will have
received two covid vaccines, so masks will
not be required but distancing will be
practiced, per current protocol. They are
studying a six session study from The
Thoughtful Christian: “Six figures from the
N.T.” (Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary and
Martha (counted as one figure), Pricilla,
Lazarus, James the brother of Jesus, and
Peter). The needed materials will be
available at no cost. Please consider joining
us for Bible Study on Sunday Mornings
before Worship.

COMMUNION - will be celebrated during
our 10:30am worship service on Sunday,
June 6th. As usual, we invite those who
watch our worship stream to gather your
communion elements ahead of time so you
can take communion with us.

The Presbyterian Women encourage the
congregation to support United Christian
Outreach by bringing non-perishable
food items and paper products on the
1st Sunday of each month. Our next
collection will be on Sunday, June 6th.
Thank you to the PW Women & everyone
that continues to support this mission of
Grace Presbyterian Church. Also thank
you to our church secretary for delivering
these items to UCO each month.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
11
13
14
15
19
27

Glenda Hunter
Margaret Boone
Lynette Kennedy
Lawrence Donohoe
Mary Conner
Pat Wadsworth

If we do not have your birthday on our
list, please let us know and make sure all
your family members are included.
Birthdays can be emailed to
gracpreb@lusfiber.net or you can call the
office at (337) 984-6400.

SESSION – our next session meeting
will be on Tuesday, June 15th at 6pm.
Please let Lynne Castle know if you are
an Elder and cannot attend this meeting.

Copies of Our Daily Bread are available
on the table outside the church office.
Please feel free to pick up a copy on
Sunday. If you would like a copy mailed
to you, please let Sarah know in the
office. The latest edition is for June,
July & August.
You can also get the daily devotionals
online. Below are several ways…..
• Sign up at
go.odb.org/devotional to have
your devotional delivered by email
• On Facebook at
facebook.com/ourdailybread
• Visit the website at odb.org

ONLINE WORSHIP – for those who
are still not attending in-person worship
or if you are homebound, we will
continue to stream our worship service
live on Facebook (gracelafayette) on
Sunday’s at 10:30am.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women Birthday Offering

The Presbyterian Women Bible Study
will begin again in September. They
will meet in member’s homes on the 2nd
Monday of the month at 10am. Everyone
is not expected to host.
The new Bible Study is “What my
Grandmothers Taught Me, Learning from
the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of
Jesus.”
After Bible Study, anyone who wishes
will go out to lunch. If you are interested
in joining the group, please contact
Margaret Boone at 337-981-2475 or at
marboone@yahoo.com. Margaret will be
ordering the books in June.

This year we have 3 youth attending Camp
Agape…..Anna Montgomery, Lana Gaspard
& Libby Gaspard. Camp is held at the
Feliciana Retreat Center in Norwood. They
will attend camp from June 13-19. Last year
Camp Agape was not able to be held due to
covid, so everyone is excited to be able to
return to camp this summer. Please keep
these youth in your prayers while they are
at camp that they may grow in their faith
while there.

The Presbyterian Women of Grace PC will collect
the annual Birthday Offering on Sunday, June 13.
We hope you will be interested in contributing to
this offering. There will be a basket available for
donations of cash or checks made out to
Presbyterian Women .
The 2021 recipients are :
Garden Gate Ranch in Des Moines, Iowa will
use funds to renovate a facility which provides safe
housing and restorative and transitional services for
sexually-exploited women and their children. The
renovation will provide a separate education center
for programming, therapeutic services and
vocational rehabilitation.
Memorial Drive Ministries is a partnership
between the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and six
other churches. The grant will replace the roof that
leaks on the gymnasium floor where sewing, dance,
karate, frisbee, badminton, basketball and other
after-school activities take place.
Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Nkhoma, Malawi in
southeastern Africa offers affordable, accessible
healthcare services for all. The grant will provide
funds to build an OB-GYN specific operating room
adjacent to the existing prenatal and maternity
wards. This new theater will help decrease delays
and reduce maternal deaths caused by having to
move patients a considerable distance across the
hospital grounds. I can tell you from my blood bank
experience that while obstetrical emergencies are
rare, they require immediate action. This surgical
suite will increase
the services offered in this hospital and help the
facility move toward the goal of leadership in
quality, Christian healthcare and training in Malawi.
If you are interested in watching the promotional
video for this offering, please go to Presbyterian
Women Birthday Offering on YouTube. There is
information about an earlier offering to New
Orleans. Funds have previously been allocated in
Lafayette.

The above recipe is from Martha Dixon. Martha and her husband were longtime members of
Grace Presbyterian Church. Martha served as treasurer for a number of years.
We will be providing a recipe in our church newsletter each month from our Presbyterian
Women Cookbook. Hope everyone enjoys!

GRADUATION - Although we were not able
to hold a graduation ceremony that family
members could attend, our Pre-K teachers
(Erin & Donna) were still able to have the
children wear their cap & gowns and receive
their diplomas. This year we had 9 graduates
in our Mother’s Day Out Pre-K Class.

2021 MDO GRADUATES

MDO SUMMER SEMESTER begins on
Tuesday, June 1st. Summer is full but there
are still openings for our Fall 2021-2022
Semester. Contact MDO if interested at
mdoatgrace@gmail.com or 337-993-1231.
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