
 

“He is the potter, we are the clay…” 

Jeremiah 18:1-6 
1 The Lord told me, 2 “Jeremiah, go to the pottery shop, and when you get there, I will tell 

you what to say to the people.” 
3 I went there and saw the potter making clay pots on his pottery wheel. 4 And whenever the 

clay would not take the shape he wanted, he would change his mind and form it into some other 

shape. 
5 Then the Lord told me to say: 
6 People of Israel, I, the Lord, have power over you, just as a potter has power over clay. 

 
Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society  

 

 

 

 The other day I watched a program on TV in which a clay potter was trying to teach an 

inexperienced man how to “throw” a clay vessel on his potter’s wheel. As the wheel spun, the 

potter showed his guest how he wet his hands and began to shape the spinning clay into a 

simple vessel that was perfectly round and symmetrical, refining its form according to his own 

design. 

 

 When he finished, he invited his guest to try it himself. The guest “potter” was 

appropriately modest about his lack of experience, but he tried his best to imitate the potter’s 

technique. It quickly became apparent, though, that the guest just didn’t grasp the basic 

principles of making pottery on a wheel. Instead of working with the spinning wheel, he tried 

instead to shape the vessel with his fingers without letting the wheel do its part. The end result 

was a very misshapen vessel, that was not only ugly, but not really usable.  

 

 The potter, of course, explained that in spite of its ugly form, the guest potter’s clay could 

be simply reshaped into a useful design without wasting or discarding the clay. In the potter’s 

hands, the clay was still salvageable, and would later be unrecognizable from the guest’s final 

product. 

 

 I found in this portrayal a valuable analogy to the ways that God works with us. We come 

together on the occasion of death grieving the loss of a life that seems unfinished to us. A great 

deal of the pain we feel, I imagine, derives from a sense of a life cut not only abruptly, but  
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prematurely short. That feeling is perfectly understandable in anyone who knew of the 

deceased’s unfulfilled plans for the future, or who looked forward to sharing many more years 

with them. 

 

 In fact, we could, and often do feel the same way about the death of anyone close to us. I 

can identify with that feeling, particularly because my own Dad died by an accidental fall, 

resulting in a very sudden death. When it happened, I had just begun to appreciate much that my 

Dad had tried to teach me for years, and I was looking forward to knowing him better “man to 

man,” instead of just as Dad. I was also looking forward to watching his grandchildren getting 

to know and love him as I did. 

 

 I have come to understand that God, our heavenly Father is constantly shaping and 

molding us into the design he has in mind for us; and when that plan seems to go awry in any 

way, he simply and deliberately continues working with us, and forming us with his loving 

hands into the people he wants us to be.  

 

 I have frequently told the people I love to take care of themselves, because “I am not 

finished with them yet;” and I believe God is not finished with any of us yet. I believe that when 

my Dad left us, God wasn’t finished with him yet, but was still shaping him into a more perfect 

model of who God intended him to be. I also believe God was not (and is not) finished with me 

yet, and he has incorporated that whole experience into his plan for me. 

 

 I believe that when people leave us in death, God was not finished with them yet, and 

was still gently, patiently working their “raw materials” into the person he intended them to be; 

and while it may seem to us that God’s plan was interrupted, as we believe ours were by that 

person’s death, I believe God is even now gently and lovingly working this seeming defeat into 

his plans for who he intends for us to become one day. 

 

 Make no mistake, I believe death is a real loss, and is an enemy of God and his plans. 

Even Jesus tried to avoid it if he could have; but death has never—and will never—defeat God 

and his plan to bring us, his people, to eternal life with him and with Jesus Christ our Savior. In 

the meantime, this season of Easter calls to live triumphant lives, in the faith that Christ has 

overcome death and paved the way for us to follow him to the final victory. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
                                                                                                                          -- Rev Pat Wadsworth 

 
 



  

Sunday Worship Schedule 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Refreshments 

 

Church Office Hours 

M-Thur. 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Pastor’s Office Hours 

M-Thur. 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNION - will be celebrated 

during on the 1st Sunday of May during 

our 10:30 a.m. worship service on 

Sunday, May 3rd. As usual, we invite 

those who watch our worship service 

online to gather your communion 

elements ahead of time so you will be 

able to take communion with us.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

SESSION:  
Class of 2026: Mary Conner & Sandy  

Stewart 
Class of 2027: Margaret Boone, Tim  

Conner & Paul Guillot 
Class of 2028: Terry Wolford 

Clerk of Session: Sandy Stewart 
 
DEACONS: 
Class of 2026- Carolyn Armstrong, Linda  

Griffis & Mary Nolan 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
  Margaret Boone (2026) 
  David Jones (2027) 
  Tim Conner (2028) 

 

 

 
The Presbyterian Women encourage the 
congregation to support United Christian 
Outreach by bringing non-perishable 
food items and paper products to 
worship each month. Our next collection 
will be on Sunday, May 3rd. You can also 
make a monetary donation to UCO. 
Thank you for continuing to support  
this mission of Grace Presbyterian Church 
each month. 
 
 



 
 

Everyone is invited to join us for crawfish 

on Friday, May 1st at 6:00 p.m. at Poor 

Boy’s Riverside Inn. (240 Tubing Rd, 

Broussard, LA) We decided that it would be 

nice to go out to eat as a church group. We 

hope you can join us on May 1st. 

 
 

 
MDO BOARD – will be meeting on 
Thursday, May 14th at 2:15 p.m. Please 
let Tim Conner know if you cannot 
attend this meeting. 

 
 

 
 

The Church Office will be closed on 

Monday, May 25th to observe Memorial 

Day. Church Staff will be back in the 

office on Tuesday Morning. 
 

 

 
 

 

1     Dave Blackshear 

14   Gray Guillot 

18   Dave Severson 

31   Mary Ann Daigle 
 

There are many people that we do not 
currently have on our church birthday 

list, and we would love to add you on 

so that we can celebrate your special 
day with you!  

Please email your birthday to 

Sarah in the church office at: 
gracpreb@lusfiber.net. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
We will have Refreshments at Grace 
Presbyterian Church After Worship on 
Sunday, May 3rd. Once a month we invite 
everyone to join us for refreshments after 
worship in our Fellowship Hall. If you would 
like to provide a snack for everyone to 
enjoy, please let the church office know. 
We need more volunteers! 
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Copies of Our Daily Bread are available 
on the table outside the Sanctuary.  
You can also get the daily devotionals 
online. Below are several ways…. 
*Sign up at go.odb.org/devotional to 
have your devotional delivered to your 
email. 
*Visit the website at odb.org  
*Visit Our Daily Bread on Facebook at 
facebook.com/ourdailybread 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Every few months we like to review our 

Church Prayer List. If you are currently on 

the prayer list or have someone you have 

placed on our prayer list, please let us know 

in the church office if anyone needs to be 

removed or added. Any time you would like 

to add someone to the prayer list, you can 

either call Sarah in the office at (337) 984-

6400 or email the office at 

gracpreb@lusfiber.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Most” Sundays our 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Service is available to watch online. We 
normally try to post a notice on our 
Facebook page “gracelafayette” if we will 
not be streaming our service that week. If 
you are homebound, sick or just out of 
town, you can still worship with us on 
Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.  
You can view our Worship Service online 
even if you do not have to have a Facebook 
account. If you have an account, after you 
sign in, just type gracelafayette in the 
search blank to find us. However, if you do 
not have a Facebook account, you can go 
directly to the link below:  
https://www.facebook.com/people/gracela
fayette/100064638463876/ 
 

 
 

Grace Presbyterian Church would like to 

thank everyone who continues to tithe. Your 

tithe makes if possible for us to continue our 

work of serving God at Grace Presbyterian 

Church.  

If you would like to mail in your donation, 

our church address is 518 Roselawn Blvd., 

Lafayette, LA 70503 or you can wait to 

make your donation the next time you are at 

Grace Church. 

We earnestly appreciate your support.  

God Bless You! 
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164th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of South Louisiana 
 

The Presbytery of South Louisiana will gather for its 

164th Stated Meeting on Saturday, May 2nd at 10am 

  

The meeting will be held at First Presbyterian Church, 

Lafayette 1130 Johnston St., Lafayette, LA 

  

Registration: 9am – 9:55am 

Meeting 10am – 3pm 

  

If you will be attending, please register. If you can’t find your email invitation, 

contact Sharon@pbysouthla.org 

  

We will be voting to affirm who’s next in the PSL General Presbyter Position! 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

Grace Presbyterian Church congratulates Lana Gaspard on her upcoming graduation in May. 

Lana is the daughter of Sarah & Denny Gaspard and has one sister, Libby. Lana has been 

affiliated with Grace Presbyterian Church since 2012. On May 15th, Lana will be graduating 

from UL Lafayette with her Bachelor of Science, majoring in Biology, with a concentration of 

ecology, evolution and marine biology. During Lana’s time at UL, she received several paid 

summer research opportunities, which brought her to Oregon & Michigan. Lana was also 

recognized and received the “Leaf Award” last month which honors undergraduate students for 

their excellence in research, creativity, and scholarly contributions through the Student Research 

Experience (SRE). This award is given by the Advance Student Research Experience (ASRE) 

which expands research, skills, and hands-on experiences for undergraduate students. 

This coming fall, Lana will be moving to Athens, GA to pursue her Master’s Degree at the 

University of Georgia. Lana’s true passion throughout college & her research has been with 

plants. Grace Presbyterian Church wishes Lana the best in her future plans! Keep up the hard 

work! 

mailto:Sharon@pbysouthla.org


 
 
MDO REGISTRATION & OPENINGS – we are currently taking registrations for our 
upcoming Summer 2026 and Fall 2026-2027 Semesters. Spots are filling up fast, so if you 
know of anyone interested, please have them e-mail mdoatgrace@gmail.com or call 
(337) 984-6400 for more information. 
 

MDO TEA – will be held on Thursday, May 7th from 9:00-
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Each child’s mother & 
their grandmothers get to enjoy breakfast with their 
child/grandchild while receiving many crafts that their child 
made them for Mother’s Day! The children will also be 
preforming a short singing program for everyone to enjoy. 
The kids have been practicing for weeks. This event is one 
of the big events that our MDO Program is known for. 

 
 
MDO GRADUATION – will be held on Wednesday, May 27th at 
9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The Grace Pre-K Class will be 
performing for their families. Each graduating child will receive a 
special gift. After the graduation ceremony, everyone gets to 
enjoy cake and punch to celebrate. 
 
 

 
 

 
We would like to extend a warm thank you to all our wonderful 
teachers with our MDO Program during the week of May 5th to 
May 7h. The teachers work from 9am-2pm on Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday each week. Our wonderful teachers are: 
  

     Nursery Class – Stacey Bravos & Cheryl Simpson 
    Toddler 1 Class – Traci Guidry & Ashley Hernandez 
    Toddler 2 Class – Kim Menard & Evelyn Toups 
    Preschool Class – MeKedda Ewing 
    Pre-K4 Class – Nancy Stark & Anna Schexnailder 
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9:30 am – Sunday School  

10:30 am – Worship 

11:30 am - Refreshments 

Chorale Acadienne 

7pm 

 

9am-2pm  MDO 

 

9am-2pm  MDO 

7:00pm - AA 

9am-2pm  MDO 

6:30pm – Al-anon 

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 
Crawfish @ 

Poor Boy’s 

Riverside Inn 

6:00 p.m. 

2 
PSL Stated 

Meeting 

10:00 a.m.  

at FPC 

3     Communion 
 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Refreshments 

11:30 a.m. 

 

UCO Collection 

4 5 6 7 
MDO 

Tea 

9:30 a.m. 

8 9 

10 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

11 12 13 14 
MDO Board 

Meeting 

2:15 p.m. 

15 16 

17 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

18 19 20 21 22 
Last Day of 

Public School 

23 

24    Pentecost 

 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

25 

 
Office Closed 

26 27 
MDO Pre-K 

Graduation 

9:30 a.m. 

 

MDO Spring 

Semester Ends 

28 
MDO Teacher 

Work Day 

29 30 

31 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
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