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As We Enter July 2026
Friends, as we enter July, | share with you excerpts from a letter by one of my bishops:

“For God so loved the world...” John 3:16

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, we
do so at a time when our democracy is under threat and when dangerous forms of
nationalism threaten the world. How are we to faithfully celebrate at such a time as this?

| think we celebrate by reflecting upon ways that the values of our Christian

faith undergird the values inherent in our democracy. .... we highlight the ways in which our
democracy and our way of life have been founded upon principles of equality, shared
participation and common wisdom. These are values that comport with our Christian faith...
As the book Building Beloved Community: The Courage to Love in the Face of Tyranny notes,

“The equality that democracy seeks reflects our conviction that all people are created in
God’s image (Genesis 1:27). The broad participation democracy requires honors our belief
that God “so loved the world” that divine grace extends to all people (John 3:16). The
shared wisdom democracy assumes recognizes that each person, as an image-bearer of
God, has insights to contribute to the common good.”

These are Christian ideals based in biblical accounts of a God who created us as equals and
loves us equally. These ideals witness to a Jesus who healed the sick, fed the hungry and
raised the dead without any regard to race, ethnicity, sexuality or gender. These are the
ideals that God calls us to live by through the power of the Holy Spirit that empowers us to
resist evil, oppression and injustice in all the ways they present themselves. These ideals
speak to the importance of living out our vision to love boldly, serve joyfully and lead
courageously.

These ideals also speak to our commitment to upholding our democracy, especially as we
celebrate the 250th year of our founding. Again, what will you do to celebrate this historic
Fourth of July and 250th anniversary?

Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai
lowa and IGRC Annual Conferences

Have a blessed July 2026!
--Pat Wadsworth
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%‘/// OUTREACH MINISTRY

Extending love to our neighbours

On the 1°' Sunday of every month, we collect non-perishable food items & paper
products to be donated to United Christian Outreach right here in Lafayette, LA. This
has been a mission of Grace Presbyterian Church for many years, and UCO looks
forward to our donation drop off each month. Our next collection will be on Sunday,
July 5", however donations can also be dropped off at any time throughout the month
at the church. UCO also accepts new & gently used clothing items for all ages!

Someone who works at a food bank mentioned these things about donations:

Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal, which they need more of.
Pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles are always good items.

Canned vegetables and soups are always wanted.

Oil is a luxury but needed for Rice-a-Roni which they get a lot of.

Spices, salt and pepper would be a great surprise.

Tea bags and coffee make people feel like you care.

Sugar and flour are treats.

Tuna fish & can chicken is a great way to donate meat for meals.

. They fawn over fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.

10 Seeds are cool in Spring and Summer because growing can be easy for some.
11.Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.

12. Peanut butter and jelly are always needed.

13.Mac and Cheese is always a favorite.

14.Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
15.Dishwashing detergent is very expensive and is always appreciated.
16.Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over that.
17.Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.

18. Kid snacks are always needed more when school is out for summer break.
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Thank you to everyone that continues to support UCO each month. It is greatly
appreciated.

--Sarah Gaspard
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Sunday Worship Schedule
10:30 a.m. Worship

11:30 a.m. Refreshments

Church Office Hours
M-Thur. 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Pastor's Office Hours
M-Thur. 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
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COMMUNION - will be celebrated
during on the 15t Sunday of June during
our 10:30 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, July 5th. As usual, we invite

those who watch our worship service
online to gather your communion
elements ahead of time so you will be
able to take communion with us.

CHURCH
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SESSION:

Class of 2026: Mary Conner & Sandy
Stewart

Class of 2027: Margaret Boone, Tim
Conner & Paul Guillot

Class of 2028: Terry Wolford

Clerk of Session: Sandy Stewart

DEACONS:
Class of 2026- Carolyn Armstrong, Linda
Griffis & Mary Nolan

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Margaret Boone (2026)
David Jones (2027)

Tim Conner (2028)

Our Daily Bread

Ministries

Copies of Our Daily Bread are available
on the table outside the Sanctuary.

You can also get the daily devotionals
online. Below are several ways....

*Sign up at go.odb.org/devotional to
have your devotional delivered to your
email.

*Visit the website at odb.org

*Visit Our Daily Bread on Facebook at
facebook.com/ourdailybread



Committee
Meetings

SESSION MEETING — will be meeting on
Tuesday, July 14*" at 6:00 p.m. Please let
Sandy Stewart know if you cannot attend
this meeting.

MDO BOARD - will be meeting on
Thursday, July 16" at 2:15 p.m. Please
let Tim Conner know if you cannot
attend this meeting.
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July Babies!
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2  Dawson Jones

5 Pam Sanders

6  Patrick Harrington
13 David Jones

19 Linda Griffis

22 Betty Tucker

24 Katharine Schendel

There are many people that we do not
currently have on our church birthday
list, and we would love to add you on
so that we can celebrate your special
day with you!

Please email your birthday to
Sarah in the church office at:

gracpreb@lusfiber.net.
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SNACKS

& (Rﬁ@‘f’sﬂmxwl}f&

Please help yourself
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We wnII have Refreshments at Grace
Presbyterian Church After Worship on
Sunday, July 5%. Once a month we invite
everyone to join us for refreshments after
worship in our Fellowship Hall. If you would
like to provide a snack for everyone to
enjoy, please let the church office know.
We need more volunteers!
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Chancel Flowers
If anyone would like to bring flowers to
place in the front of the sanctuary
on Sunday Mornings, please let Sarah in
the Church Office or Margaret Boone
know which Sunday you would like.
Sarah can be reached at 337-984-6400 or
Margaret Boone can be reached at 337-
981-2475.

We would like to celebrate your special
day with you!
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Grace Presbyterian Church is planning to
have a meal after worship on Sunday,
July 19™ to celebrate Betty Tucker’s
100" birthday. There will be a poster in
the fellowship hall starting this Sunday
(July 5") if you would like to sign up to
bring a dish. Or you can let Sarah or
Margaret know if you would like to bring
a dish. We hope everyone can join us for
worship on July 19" to celebrate 100
years with Betty. Her official birthday is
July 22",
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GIVING BACK TO GOD

Grace Presbyterian Church would like to
thank everyone who continues to tithe. Your
tithe makes if possible for us to continue our
work of serving God at Grace Presbyterian
Church.

If you would like to mail in your donation,
our church address is 518 Roselawn Blvd.,
Lafayette, LA 70503 or you can wait to
make your donation the next time you are at
Grace Church.

We earnestly appreciate your support.

CHURCH AS FORMING
FAITH

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday. August 22nd

Join us for the
Fall Gathering

Presbyterian hvonwn

of
Presbytery of South Louisiana

Broadmoor Presbyterian Church

‘Baton Rouge, Louisiana

In collaboration with

‘University Presbyterian Church

The Grace Church Office will be closed on
Friday, July 3™ in observance of
Independence Day which falls on a Saturday
this year.



. Synod Youth

Worksho p

For over 67 years, Synod Youth Worship has provided a place, a space, and
time for God’s work of creating new life-time relationships. Participants in
Synod Youth Workshop will experience God’s presence through opportunities
for worship, prayer, scripture exploration, and community service in small and
large group gatherings. Small groups provide a ‘safe place’ to explore faith
questions, while sharing fun and laughter beyond measure. Synod Youth
Workshop is a summer camp sponsored by the Synod of the Sun for rising 9" —
graduated 12" grade students held at the University of Tulsa every July.

This July, Danny & Caroline Jones will be attending again from Grace
Presbyterian Church. Danny has attended this conference since 1994 where he
originally started off as a camper. He is now part of the Leadership Team
acting as the Financial Coordinator. This will be the 2™ year for Caroline Jones
to attend the camp where she will serve as a First Responder. God Bless both
Danny & Caroline for helping to spread the word of God through their service
at SYW. https://www.synodyouthworkshop.com

GRACE PRESBYTERY

MDO REGISTRATION & OPENINGS — we are currently taking registrations for our
upcoming Fall 2026-2027 Semester. We have spots available in all 5 of our classrooms, so
if you know of anyone interested, please have them e-mail mdoatgrace(@gmail.com or call
(337) 984-6400 for more information.

MDO UPCOMING SCHEDULE - the last day our of Summer Semester will be on
Wednesday, July 29", Our teachers will have a workday on Thursday, July 30" to get
everything ready to start the upcoming school year.

The MDO Fall Semester will begin on Tuesday, August 11", (The 1% week of August
MDO will be closed to give the teachers some vacation time before the fall semester
begins.)
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9:30 am — Sunday School

Chorale Acadienne

9am-2pm MDO

9am-2pm MDO

9am-2pm MDO

10:30 am — Worship 7pm 7:00pm - AA 6:30pm — Al-anon
11:30 am - Refreshments
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Independence
Church Office Day
Closed %
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5 Communion 6 7 8 9 10 11
Worship
10:30 a.m.
UCO Collection
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship Session MDO Board
10:30 a.m. Meeting Meeting
6:00 p.m. 2:15 p.m.
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship
10:30 a.m.
(meal after
Worship)
26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship Last Day of MDO
10:30 a.m. MDO Summer Teacher
Semester Workday
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