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One Thing My Cat Taught Me About Faith
by Dianne Neal Matthews
Before starting your next project, go to the Source of all wisdom and knowledge and ask for guidance.

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him. Colossians 2:3 (HCS)
Years ago, our family had a kitten who loved to sit in the bathroom window and look out at the
backyard. Unfortunately, the window didn’t have a sill. Jasmine quickly learned to hop up on the toilet,
jump up and grab the lower part of the window frame, then pull herself the rest of the way up and lie
against the screen. One day she made the mistake of not looking first to see if the window was
raised.
After Jasmine grabbed the window frame, she saw that she had no place to go. The scrawny little
kitten hung on with all her might, meowing pitifully. Hearing her cries, I rushed into the bathroom.
After one glance at her little face, I quickly raised the window and gave her rear end a boost up.
I started laughing at how Jasmine had looked, but stopped abruptly. How often do I look that way? I
wondered. So often I rush into my own little schemes, ignoring the privilege of going to the Source of
all wisdom to ask for guidance first. Then I cry out to Him in the middle of the mess I’ve made, when
I’m barely hanging on by my own strength. In spite of my foolishness, my Savior’s loving hands are
always there, ready to lift me up.
During Jesus’s ministry on earth, He often amazed the people and the Jewish leaders with His
teaching. They knew He hadn’t been formally trained as a rabbi, yet His deep knowledge and
understanding of the Scriptures were evident. As a believer, I can draw upon that wisdom through
prayer and Bible study. Just as my cat learned to check and make sure the window was raised before
jumping up, my goal is to always ask Jesus for wisdom before I act.

--Rev. Pat

“Our Lord has written the promise of
resurrection, not in books alone but in
every leaf of springtime.”
--Martin Luther

Worship Schedule
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
4:45p.m. - Wonderful Wednesday
Church Office Hours
M-Thur. 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
NURSERY: Room 4
MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
VINEYARD: Studying the book of
Isaiah.

FRIDAY, MAY 3RD
The Grace Presbyterian Church Fellowship
Committee will host a fish fry on Friday,
May 3rd at 6:30 p.m. at Grace Presbyterian
Church. The cost will be $5.00 per person.
Menu will include Fried Fish, French Fries,
Hushpuppies, Coleslaw and Dessert. Please
email gracpreb@lusfiber.net or call the
church at 337-984-6400 to RSVP.

There will be NO Sunday School on
Sunday, May 5th.
A Nursery is available every Sunday during
Sunday School and Worship in Room 4.

COMMUNION - will be on Sunday, May
5th. If anyone who is home bound would
like to receive communion, please let us
know in the church office so that we can get
communion to you.

The Presbyterian Women encourage the
congregation to support United Christian
Outreach by bringing non-perishable canned
goods and paper products on the 1st Sunday of
each month.
Our next collection will be on Sunday, May 5th.
Please consider donating to this mission of
Grace Presbyterian Church.

Thank you to everyone who donated to our
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Easter
Morning. This year we made $339.00. This
offering helps those who are hungry, thirsty,
without shelter or a safe place to call home.
From people living in your community to those
around the world, your gifts have a global
reach, providing food and water, relief from
the effects of crises and catastrophic events,
and assistance for those stricken by
oppression.

Thank you to everyone who purchased an
Easter Lily this year. We sold 28 Lilies this
year which was a big increase over last
year. They looked beautiful in the
Sanctuary on Easter Morning.

We invite everyone to join us on Wednesday
evenings for our new study based on The Call:
The Life, Ministry, and Message of the Apostle
Paul by: Adam Hamilton. This study will be
starting on Wednesday, May 1st in the Library
at Grace Presbyterian. It is a DVD-enhanced
study and will be on Wednesday Nights at
4:45p.m., followed by dinner. Please
consider joining us for a great small group
study. We ask for a donation of at least $3.00
to cover the cost of the meal provided that
evening. If you would like to provide a
Wednesday Night meal, please let us know in
the church office.

After worship on Sunday, May 19th, we will
go out to lunch as a group. Restaurant is
TBA. Everyone is invited to join us for food
and fellowship! Contact Margaret Boone if
you plan to attend so she can make
reservations.

SESSION MEETING – will be on
Monday, May 20th at 6pm in the Session
Room. Please let Lynne Castle know if you
cannot attend this meeting.

MASH (Mature and Strong at Heart)
BIRTHDAYS – MASH will be providing a birthday cake after worship on the 1 st Sunday of each
month to celebrate members’ birthdays. If we do not have your birthday on our church calendar,
please email it to gracpreb@lusfiber.net or call Sarah in the office at 337-984-6400. We would love
to include everyone on our list.
BLUEBERRY PATCH – our next MASH event will be in late May or early June. It will be at
Kidder’s Blueberry Farm (close to Grand Coteau). Cost is $14.00 for each gallon of blueberries
you pick. More information will be available in the coming weeks.

MASH BOAT TOUR – We had a great crowd for our 2-hour boat tour of Lake Martin on
Tuesday, April 23rd. Everyone had a good time and said it was a beautiful outing.

Champagne Cajun Swamp Tours
April 23, 2019

The Presbyterian Women’s
Birthday Offering
Grace’s Presbyterian Women will celebrate
their Birthday on Sunday, May 5th. They will
serve refreshments after worship on this day.
The 2018—2019 PW/Horizons Bible study,
God’s Promise: I Am with You
PW Home Circle – will be on Monday, May 13th
at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Mary Lou
Montgomery (106 Whisper Wood Lane,
Lafayette). All women of Grace Church are
invited to join us for Bible Study.
PW Day Circle – Tuesday, May 14th at 10:00
a.m. in the Church Library. All women of Grace
Church are invited to join us for Bible Study.
PW Birthday Offering – will be on Sunday, May
5th. There will be a basket located in the back
of the Sanctuary if you wish to donate to the
PW Birthday Offering. The Presbyterian
Women will also be providing a Light Lunch in
the Fellowship Hall after worship on May 5 th.
Everyone is invited to stay and enjoy food and
fellowship.

The Presbyterian Women will host a bake sale
after worship on Sunday, May 26th. The
proceeds from this sweet sale will help to offset
the cost of the Grace youth attending Camp
Agape & Synod Youth Workshop this summer.
Please consider purchasing baked goods on May
26th!! Special thank you to all the Presbyterian
Women for baking sweets for this sale!!

The 4 birthday offering recipients this year will be:
---Disaster Response Team of Charlotte

They plan to expand their ministry to support
people affected by human-made or natural
disasters. PW’s grant will help provide a
warehouse for supplies, parking lot and security
fencing. In a child’s early years’ inclusive play
environments set the tone for successful future
relationships.
---Effingham Child Development Center
It will serve children and families of differing
abilities and will pave the way for all kids to
learn and play together. The Birthday Offering
will improve the center’s playground by helping
to provide a protective play surface and allinclusive play equipment.
---Presbyterian Homes and Services of
Kentucky, Inc.
Provides care for people who are sick, poor,
lonely or vulnerable due to infirmities of age
and poor health. It will also improve the quality
of life and safety for nursing center residents in
the Appalachian region of Eastern Kentucky.
PW’s grant will help provide new wardrobes,
bedside cabinets, over-bed tables, nursing beds,
mattresses and lift recliners.
---Wings of Refuge
Will provide a safe and healing space for
women victimized by human trafficking.
Without safety and shelter, there is little
healing. PW’s Birthday Offering grant will help
fund a larger long-term safe home where many
more women will find restoration, identity,
community, opportunity and hope, and
transition into independent living.
There will be a basket in the back of the
Sanctuary on Sunday, May 5th for those who
wish to donate to the Birthday Offering.
Please make checks payable to Grace PW
Women.

Below is a thank you card from a family
whose house burned down at the end of
February. Grace Presbyterian Church was
able to help this family by making a
donation from our Good Samaritan Fund to
help them get back on their feet.

Teacher Appreciation Week
We would like to extend a warm thank you to
all our wonderful teachers with our MDO
program during the week of May 7th. The
teachers work from 9-2 on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday each week. Our
teachers are:

-Stacey Bravos
- Cheryl Simpson
-Cindy LeBlanc
-Beverly Schilling
-Kim Menard
- Danielle Lege
-Donna Platt
- Michelle Packer
- Emily Cart
- Kelly Dowling
- Kassie Dulaney (music)
MOTHER’S DAY TEA – will be on Thursday, May
9th at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. This is
always a well-attended event. Each child’s
mother gets to relax and enjoy breakfast with
their child while receiving many projects their
child has made for them for Mother’s Day.
GRADUATION – will be on Wednesday, May
29th at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. This year
we have 9 Graduates from our Pre-K Class. They
will perform songs for their parents and will also
have cake & punch after the ceremony to
celebrate Pre-K Graduation.
The MDO Teachers will be having a work day on
Thursday, May 30th to prepare for the start of
their Summer Semester which will begin on
Tuesday, June 4th.
There are still spots available in the MDO
Nursery class for the summer session. (ages 6
months – 1-year). For more information, call
Stacey at 337-993-1231.

CHORALE DES AMIS
SPRINGFEST 2019
Chorale Des Amis Spring Fest will be
Saturday, May 18th on the playground &
green space at Grace Presbyterian Church.
The entrance fee is $3.00 and most
games/activities are free! There will be train
rides in the Grace parking lot. Schoolhouse
Safari will also be there. There will be
inflatables, a bouncy house, a 20’ Pirate Slide
and a stage for karaoke.
It will be loads of Fun and something for
everyone to enjoy!

We need volunteers for After Church
Refreshment Hosts on Sundays. Something
simple..…..like cookies or fruit. Coffee,
water and lemonade are available at the
church. Sign up outside the Church Office
or contact the Office if you would like to
help!

We need volunteers for Greeters on Sunday
Mornings. Signup sheets are available
outside the church office or you can call
337-984-6400 or e-mail the office at
gracpreb@lusfiber.net

Our Church Website, www.gracelafayette.org
has a new look. If you have any current photos
from Grace events, worship, etc., please email
them to SLLDG2006@yahoo.com or text them
to 337-652-5024. Also, if you have any ideas or
suggestions for our church website, please let
Sarah know in the church office.

The Lafayette Consolidated Government
has scheduled a Household Hazardous
waste Day for Saturday, May 4th from
8am-Noon at Cajun Field. Residents in
the city of Lafayette and unincorporated
areas of Lafayette Parish are encouraged
to bring their unwanted household
chemicals and electronics to be recycled or
properly disposed.
In addition to the typical chemicals for
disposal such as paint, poison, chemical
cleaners, gasoline and mercury, this edition
of the popular disposal day will include an
electronic waste disposal option. Residents
are also encouraged to bring fluorescent
tubes, alkaline batteries, televisions and
CRT monitors. (The church has a couple
of old CRT Monitors if someone would
volunteer to take them!)
Residents can also turn in unwanted latex
paint on May 4th, which will be re-blended
and packaged for use by Lafayette Habitat
for Humanity.
The paint re-blending
project not only provides a needed product
benefiting a worthy cause, it also
significantly reduces waste and saves on
disposal costs.
Attendees should enter the Cajun Field
parking lot at Gate 4 from West Congress.
For more info, contact the Environmental
Quality Division at 337-291-5637.

When: July 8-13, 2019 (Monday-Saturday)
Where: University of Tulsa, Tulsa, OK
Who: Youth going to 9th grade to Graduated Seniors
Website: synodyouthworkshop.com
**Early Registration began on February 1, 2019 and ends June 1, 2019.
**Late Registration will be June 2-30, 2019.
Cost: $395 for youth and adults with a Home Group
$495 for individual youth without a Home Group
**All Registrations requires $100.00 deposit.
***Registration forms are available in the Church office.

When: June 9-15, 2019 (Sunday-Saturday)
Where: Feliciana Retreat Center
Who: 3rd – 12th grade
 Explorer Camp – those who have completed 3rd-5th grade
 Pathfinder Camp – those who have completed 6th-8th grade.
 Adventure Camp – those who have completed 9th-11th grade.
 Senior Intern Program – those who have completed 12th grade.
(these campers assist the counselor’s while still enjoying everything Camp Agape has to offer)

**Early Bird discount ends May 1, 2019.
**All Registrations requires $75.00 deposit.
(We have several youth signed up for Camp Agape already this year)
***Registration forms are available in the Church office.

***Let Sarah know in the Church Office if you have plans to go to either camp so we can
make sure to get you registered and paid!

Communion
Holy Communion will be served on Sunday, May 5th.

Pastor’s Office Hours
Rev. Pat will be in the office Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 3:30pm
and Wednesday from 1pm – 7pm. He can be reached at 337-781-1806 or
wadp1@lusfiber.net.

Liturgists
5
12
19
26

Lynne Castle
Tim Conner
Betty Adams
Jim McLain

Greeters
5 Betty Tucker
12
19
26

MAY BIRTHDAYS
5
14
17
18
18
30
30
31
31

Sally John
Gray Guillot
Jeff Elmore
Dave Severson
Christianna Thibodeaux
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