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“My! People come and go so quickly here!” Do you remember where that line comes from? It is
from the movie The Wizard of Oz, and it was spoken by the main character, Dorothy, while she
was in Munchkin Land with her little dog, Toto.
You have to see the movie—one of our grandchildren’s favorites—to understand the context,
but it is a line I suspect many of us can identify with. Who among us hasn’t wondered at how
quickly people appear in and disappear from our lives? We pastors are sometimes painfully
aware of the rapid turnover of members and friends of a congregation as people move into the
community and move back out; as people transfer their membership into or out of the
congregation; as people are born and die.
Among all those people who come and go in our personal lives, in our professional lives, or in
our church family, most of us encounter at least a few who become particularly important to us.
We find we share common interests, from those as tangible as our hobbies, our children, or an
organization, to social or political causes we care about deeply, to broader values and purposes
that matter to us.
Ironically, it may not be any easier to keep those people in our lives who have affected us
profoundly than those whose influence has been less profound. Some people actually become so
discouraged by this fact that they stop investing themselves in deep relationships to anyone, for
fear of the pain that results from eventually losing them. I recently heard a friend explain that
she wanted no more pets because of the unavoidable pain of every pet’s inevitable death. I
could easily understand her feelings.
However, we cannot realistically avoid human relationships in that way. We were created by
God to need each other in many ways—some glorious, and some not so glorious. We must form
relationships with other people in order to get our basic needs met, and where we go from there
with those relationships is largely up to us. Our faith in Jesus’ example calls us to open our lives
to relationships with all sorts of folks. Granted, those relationships are not all of equal depth,
duration, or significance, but they become potential avenues for the love of God to reach other
people through our lives. As a congregation, we must also be prepared to relate in some way to
every person who comes through our doors, regardless who they are. Are we prepared to do
that?

--Rev. Pat

Happy New Year!

Worship Schedule
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
4:45p.m. - Wonderful Wednesday
Church Office Hours
M-Thur. 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
NURSERY: Room 4
MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
VINEYARD: January 6th – finishing
Christmas Carol Study. Starting January
13th, continuing with Brief Statement of
Faith (PCUSA)
A Nursery is available every Sunday during
Sunday School and Worship in Room 4.

If you do not receive our “daily email” from
the Church and would like to be on our list,
please let the Church office know at
gracpreb@lusfiber.net. In our emails are
upcoming events at Grace, prayer requests,
birthdays, etc.

With the changing of the year, we would
like to thank our Elders and Deacons that
have rotated off. Their ministry is so
important and they are the spiritual leaders
in your church. The Elders have had to
address difficult issues and challenges each
year.
Thanks to Elders: Wayne Elmore & Paul
Guillot
Thanks to Deacon: Elisabeth Faust
New leaders elected on Sunday, December
30th were:
Elders: Betty Adams & Terry Wolford
Deacon: Gray Guillot
Trustee: Betty Tucker
Church “Ministry Teams” to consider
serving on:
Spiritual Development Committee
Worship Committee
Outreach/Publicity/Public Relations Committee
Fellowship Committee
Mother’s Day Out Board
Personnel Committee
Stewardship & Finance Committee
Building and Grounds Committee
Nursery Helper
We call the above “ministry teams” because
they help us fulfill the Great Commandment and
the Great Commission.

There are Time & Talent Sheets available in
the office or Sarah can email one to you.
Please fill one out if you have not done so
already so we can know where you are
willing to serve!

The Presbyterian Women encourage the
congregation to support United Christian
Outreach by bringing non-perishable
canned goods and paper products on the
1st Sunday of each month.
Our next collection will be on Sunday,
January 6th, 2019.
Please consider
donating to this wonderful mission of
Grace Presbyterian Church.

JOIN US on WEDNESDAY NIGHTS for
Bible Study at 4:45pm followed by dinner
at 5:30pm. We will begin our Wednesday
Night studies on January 9th. If you would
like to provide a meal on Wednesday nights,
please let us know! We ask for a donation of
at least $3.00 from everyone in attendance to
help cover the cost of the meal provided that
evening.

SESSION MEETING – will be on
Monday, January 21st at 6:00 p.m. in the
Session Room. Please let Lynne Castle know
if you cannot attend this meeting.

The 2018—2019 PW/Horizons Bible
study, God’s Promise: I Am with You

PW Day Circle – Tuesday, January 8th at
10am in the Church Library
PW Home Circle – TBA at the home of
Mary Lou Montgomery (106 Whisper Wood
Lane, Lafayette)

NEW SIGNUP SHEETS ARE UP!!!
We need After Church Refreshment
Hosts on Sundays!!! Something simple
…..like cookies or fruit is all that is needed.
Coffee, water and lemonade are available at
the church to use. Signup sheets are
available outside the church office or you
can contact Sarah to signup. We need more
volunteers in 2019!

We need Greeters on Sunday Mornings!!!
To be a Greeter on Sunday morning, you
will just need to get to worship a little early
to hand out bulletins and greet everyone as
they enter the sanctuary. Signup sheets are
available outside the church office or you
can contact Sarah to signup. We need more
volunteers in 2019!

CHRISTMAS
THANK YOUS!

Thank you to all who helped make
Advent and Christmas a joyful and
meaningful time at Grace. From all those
who brought food, helped in the kitchen,
donated gifts, sang in the choir, set up
Communion. THANKS for your time &
gifts!
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Everyone who helped “hang the greens.”
The Church looked wonderful for the
Christmas season.
Laura Blum, Katharine Schendel, and the
Chancel Choir for our beautiful Christmas
Cantata which was held on December 16th
and also our Christmas Eve Service. They
were outstanding! Everyone did a great job.
Thanks to our choir members: Ray Blum,
Betty Couch, Pam Fontenot, Sarah
Frohmueller, Sabela Garcia, Bob Hess,
Mary Louise Lamm, Nick Manzo,
Raphael Manzo, Jean McLain, Jim
McLain, Mary Nolan, Patricia Sidman,
Catherine Sarwar & Terry Wolford for
blessing us with your talents.
Thank you to Sarah Gaspard for
coordinating the Angel tree this year with
help from Jysele Jones. Thanks to all those
who purchased and wrapped gifts for
children with a parent in prison. We also
want to thank Tim & Mary Conner,
Donovan, Katherine & Cody Self, Bob
Hess, and David, Jysele, Heather,
Dawson, Danny & Caroline Jones who
took the time out of their day on December
23rd to help with this wonderful ministry by
delivering the gifts to the children.

Thanks to Tim & Mary Conner for
coordinating after Church Refreshments on
Sunday, December 23rd for our Christmas
Gathering.
The Grace Staff would like to thank
everyone for the Christmas gifts, cards, and
kind words during this Christmas Season.
Thank you to everyone who donated to our
special offerings in the month of December
for Staff Bonuses, Agape Fund, Good
Samaritan Fund and the Joy Gift Offering.
Thank you to Margaret Boone and Lynne
Castle for providing food to Wesley Campus
Ministry on November 26th.
Thank you to Sarah Gaspard for updating
the Church Bulletin Boards the last couple
months.
Thank you to Jysele Jones & Dawson Jones
for making Brownie Jars to hand out to
visitors on Sunday mornings.
Thank you to Gray Guillot & Paul Guillot
for taking down “most” of the Christmas
decorations.
Thank you to all the PW Ladies that
provided delicious food for the Staff
Appreciation Luncheon which was held on
Friday, December 14th. Also thank you to
everyone that came and showed our Grace
Presbyterian Staff how much they are
appreciated for all they do for your church.
Thanks to Rev. Pat Wadsworth for the
wonderful sermons this Advent Season.
Grace Church is very lucky to have you as
Interim Pastor during our time of transition.
HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM GRACE!

Frank & Elisabeth Faust are moving to
Gulfport, MS on February 1, 2019. They
have enjoyed their years with Grace
Church and with a saddened heart they are
moving onto another chapter of their lives.
Grace Presbyterian wishes both of you the
best in your retirement. Thank you for
everything both of you have done for
Grace over that last decade. Frank was an
active Elder and Elisabeth was a Deacon.
Frank also co-chaired the property
committee. Both Frank & Elisabeth were
very active members at Grace and will be
missed by many. Refreshments will be
provided after worship on Sunday,
January 27th. Hope everyone can attend
worship on the 27th and stay afterwards
to wish the Faust’s the best on their
next journey!
**Frank & Elisabeth….if you are ever
back in the Lafayette area, please stop by
Grace to visit!

After worship on Sunday, January
13th, we will be going out to lunch as a
group at Ground Pati (on Johnston St).
Everyone is invited to join us for food
and fellowship!
Contact Margaret
Boone if you plan to attend so she can
make reservations.

MDO held their annual Christmas Songfest
on Thursday, December 20th. The turnout
was amazing and the children performed
well. Santa even paid a visit. Below are
some pictures from our Songfest……

In House Registration for Grace Mother’s
Day Out will begin on January 7th. New
Student Registration will begin on January
21st. If you know anyone interested in
enrolling their child/grandchild in our MDO
program, please contact Stacey at 337-9931231.
Grace MDO would like to wish everyone a
Happy New Year!!

Grace Presbyterian Church extends
sincere sympathy and prayers to the
family and friends of Carole Drake
who passed away on December 14th at
the age of 81. Memorial Services were
held at Delhomme Funeral Home on
December 17th. Carole, and her late
husband Virgil were long time
members at Grace Presbyterian
Church. She is survived by her three
sons and three grandchildren. Please
keep her family in your prayers.

Beverly Colomb passed away on
October 26, 2018 (on her birthday) at the age
of 88 from a brief illness. Grace Presbyterian
Church extends sincere sympathy and prayers
to the family and friends of Beverly.

JOY OFFERING: Thank you to those who
donated to the Christmas Joy Offering. This
year we collected $499 . The Joy Offering
assists Church workers & their families
during times of need, giving back to those
who have spent their lives in the service of
the Church.

2019 Phone Directory
With a new year beginning…..it is once
again time for Phone Directory updates
so that we can make our new phone
directory which includes Grace Members
& Regular Visitors. If you have any
corrections to make from last year or
were not included in our 2018 phone
directory, please email the church office
at gracpreb@lusfiber.net or call Sarah in
the office at 984-6400 with any updates
or additions. Items that may have
changed could be your name (if you got
married), Phone #’s, Address, Email
Address…..
New Phone Directories will be printed in
February so if you have any changes to
your contact information, please let the
Church Office know as soon as possible.

If we do not have your birthday on our
list, please let us know and make sure all
your family members are included. We
would love to have everyone’s birthday
included on our list so that we can wish
you a Happy Birthday on your special
day! Birthdays can be emailed to
gracpreb@lusfiber.net or you can call the
office at (337) 984-6400.

Communion
Holy Communion will be served on Sunday, January 6th.

Pastor’s Office Hours
Rev. Pat will be in the office Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 3:30pm
and Wednesday from 1pm – 7pm. He can be reached at 337-781-1806 or
wadp1@lusfiber.net.

Liturgists
6 Margaret Bonne
13 Elisabeth Faust
20 Ellyn Macpherson
27

Greeters
6 Betty Adams
13
20 Betty Adams
27

January Birthdays
5
9
18
24
27
28
29
31
31

Patricia Trahan (Pat Harrington’s Mother)
Hannah Ott
Emily Foreman Babineaux
Andrea Montgomery
Ray Montgomery
Robert Hess, Jr.
Libby Gaspard
Helen Schwab
Lana Gaspard

Refreshment
Hosts
6
13
20
27 Frank & Elisabeth Faust

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

6:30pm – Ala-non

SUNDAY

9am-2pm MDO

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

9am-2pm MDO
9am-2pm MDO
9am – UL Writing Class 5-6:45pm – AA
6pm – Co-Dependence 7-8pm – Ala-non

WEDNESDAY

2

1:30pm – Ala-non

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Office Closed

6 Communion

7

8

UCO
Collection

13

9
PW Day
Circle
Meeting
10am

14

15

Wonderful
Wednesday
4:45pm

16

Les Amis
(Ground Pati)

20

Wonderful
Wednesday
4:45pm

21

22

23

Office
Closed

Wonderful
Wednesday
4:45pm

Session 6pm

27

28

Frank & Elisabeth
Faust’s last
Sunday in
Lafayette

29

30

31
Wonderful
Wednesday
4:45pm
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