
 

The Storms of Life 

Today I was reading a devotional by pastor Greg Laurie. He was talking about the storms of life, and 
to illustrate his point, he shared the story of Matthew 14:22-33. You will recall that a storm arose on 
the sea of Galilee and caught the disciples off-guard; and Jesus walked to them on the water and 
calmed the storm. 

As I was reading this passage again, it occurred to me for the first time ever that this is also a good 
illustration of why God doesn't tell us ahead of time what is in store for us in our lives. It occurred to 
me that Jesus’ lesson for the disciples would not have had nearly the impact that it did if Jesus had 
told them a week ahead of time that one day they were going to go out in the boat on the Sea of 
Galilee and a storm would come up. It would be a terrible storm and they'd be very frightened.  

Now, Jesus knew from the very beginning that everything was going to be okay, and that he would be 
in control; but the disciples would not have known that. If they had known that far in advance what 
was coming the next week, say, they might have worried for a week about that storm—what it was 
going to be like, what they would do about it, and how they would manage it. Jesus, no doubt knew 
this, and so he didn't tell them ahead of time. He allowed them to experience the storm in a natural 
way and react to it in a natural way. Then, when it occurred, he made an object lesson out of it, 
teaching them something about faith and about himself—about trusting in him.  

I believe it would not have had nearly the impact that it did if he had told them ahead of time that this 
storm was coming, and they had spent a week somehow preparing themselves physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually for the storm he said would happen. Instead, the storm caught them off 
guard. They reacted as they naturally would, and that gave him the opportunity to demonstrate to 
them his power, to illustrate to them how they should trust him and believe that he would take care of 
them.  

I believe that in this same way God knows that if he were to tell us ahead of time about every storm 
that’s going to arise in our lives, we would spend most of our day preparing for something that lay 
ahead in the future and wasting a lot.  

Of our time and energy Trying to avoid the need to trust in him, we would be working on ways to be 
self-sufficient for whatever storms lay ahead. Instead of taking these storms as they come to us and 
responding as we have learned to do, as Rev. Laurie points out in his devotional. Jesus said in John 
16:33, “In the world, you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  

He doesn't tell us how to pre-arrange our management of the storms. He tells us and encourages us 
to let the storms come as they will, and to trust him to get us through them. So, believing Christians 
are called to do just that. We know that storms will come, but we also know that we waste time trying 
to prepare for all those storms, so that they won't happen, or that they won't catch us off guard. 
Instead, we build up our faith, we practice our faith, we practice trusting in God, and we pray daily that 
he will, in fact, take care of us as he has promised, and we trust him going forward. So when the 
storms in our lives occur, we are ready to turn situations over to him, and allow him to resolve them—
allow him to get us through them emotionally, physically, and spiritually. Thanks be to God! 

                                                                                                                  --Rev. Pat Wadsworth 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Refreshments 

 

Church Office Hours 

M-Thur. 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Pastor’s Office Hours 

M-Thur. 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNION - will be celebrated 

during our 10:30 a.m. worship service 

on Sunday, March 2nd. As usual, we 

invite those who watch our worship 

service online to gather your 

communion elements ahead of time so 

you will be able to take communion 

with us.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

SESSION:  
Class of 2025: Mary Conner, Jysele Jones 
Class of 2026: Sandy Stewart 
Class of 2027: Margaret Boone, Tim  

Conner & Paul Guillot 
Clerk of Session: Sandy Stewart 
 
DEACONS: 
Class of 2025- Carolyn Armstrong, Donna  

Causey & Terry Wolford 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
  Tim Conner (2025) 
  Margaret Boone (2026) 
  David Jones (2027) 

 
 
Let Sarah know in the Church office if you 
would like to serve on a committee in 2025. 
We would love to have more members 
serve on committees this year. Thanks in 
advance!   

 
 

 

 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
1     BILL GRUBB 

10   DONNA CAUSEY 
27   BETTY ADAMS 



 
 

 
 

 
The Presbyterian Women encourage the 
congregation to support United Christian 
Outreach by bringing non-perishable 
food items and paper products to 
worship each month. Our next collection 
will be on Sunday, March 2nd. Any 
monetary donations can be mailed to 
their P.O. Box. Please contact the church 
office for the mailing address. Thank you 
to everyone for continuing to support 
this mission of Grace Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

 

      

 2025 Phone Directory    
Our 2025 Phone Directories are ready! If 

you have not picked up a copy yet, you can 

grab a copy at the Church on Sunday 

Mornings. If you are homebound and would 

like a directory mailed to you, please contact 

Sarah so she can get a copy to you. A lot of 

members’ information has changed since 

our 2024 directory, so make sure to grab an 

updated copy. 

 

SESSION – Our next Session Meeting will 
be on Tuesday, March 11th at 6:00 p.m. 
Please let Sandy Stewart know if you are 
an Elder and cannot attend this meeting.   
 
MDO BOARD – Our next MDO Board 
meeting will be on Tuesday, March 18th 

at 2:15 p.m. Please let Tim Conner know 
if you are on the MDO Board and cannot 
attend this meeting. 
 

 
 

The Presbyterian Women meet monthly 
for Bible Study. Their current Bible Study is 
titled “Sacred Encounters: The Power and 
Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke-Acts” by 
Olive Mahabir. 
 
 

PW WOMEN CIRCLE MEETING – will be on 
Monday, March 24th at 10:30 a.m. at Grace 
Presbyterian Church. All women that 
attend Grace Church are invited to join us 
for Bible Study and Fellowship. Even if you 
are not a member at Grace, we welcome 
you to join us for Bible Study. 
 
After Bible Study, anyone who wishes will 
go out to lunch.  If you are interested in 
joining the group, please contact Margaret 
Boone at marboone@yahoo.com or at 
(337) 981-2475. 
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Normally on the 1st Sunday of each month, 
we serve refreshments after church in our 
Fellowship Hall. However, this month we 
will have refreshments after worship on 
Sunday, March 16th instead of on the 1st 
Sunday. On March 16th, we will be having a 
Celebration of Life in remembrance of Pam 
Fontenot who passed away in July. We plan 
to remember Pam during our morning 
worship service and then have a reception 
with finger foods following worship. 
 

 

 
 

If you would like to purchase Easter Lilies, 
they will be on sale after worship on 
March 30th, April 6th & April 13th or you 
can contact Sarah in the church office. The 
cost this year is TBA. Cash or checks made 
payable to Grace Church. As usual, there 
will be a short form to fill out letting us 
know who you would like your lily to be 
“in honor” or “in memory” of.  
Easter Lilies can be brought home after 
our 10:30 a.m. Easter Worship Service on 
April 20th. 
 
 
 

LEMON ICE BOX PIE 
 
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened condensed milk 
½ cup fresh lemon juice 
3 eggs, separated 
1  9-inch ready-made graham cracker pie 
crust 
1 tsp. cream of tartar 
3 tbsp. sugar 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Whisk 
together milk, lemon juice, and egg 
yolks in medium bowl; pour mixture 
into pie crust. Beat egg whites and cream 
of tartar at high speed with electric 
mixer until foamy. Add the sugar one 
tablespoon at a time, beating until soft 
peaks form. Spread over lemon mixture. 
Bake 12-15 minutes or until the peaks are 
lightly browned. Cool on a wire rack for 
30 minutes. Cover loosely; refrigerate for 
4 hours or overnight. Makes 8 servings. 
 
This recipe is from Stephanie Chevis and 
was published in the 3rd Grace Church 
Presbyterian Women Cookbook.  

 
If you have a favorite recipe and would like to 
share it with the congregation, you can email 
a copy of the recipe to the church office at 
gracpreb@lusfiber.net.  

 
 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks forward 

1-hour before you go to sleep on 

Saturday, March 8th. 
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Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent with a public act of confession.  Acknowledging 

that we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory, we repent and return to our loving 

creator.  Acutely aware of our failure and frailty, we express our utter reliance on God’s 

saving grace. 
 

Ash Wednesday developed in the medieval period as a time when penitent sinners were 

presented for church discipline during the season of Lent, to be reconciled with the 

community of faith on Maundy Thursday.  Ash Wednesday also came to be the occasion for 

new believers to enroll in the catechumenate, a period of preparation for baptism at Easter.  

For those who undertake spiritual disciplines, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 

Lenten fast. 
 

Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance, sorrow, and sacrifice.  Traditionally, the ashes 

for this service are made from the palm branches of the previous year; thus the ashes and 

palms together frame the season of Lent. 
 

Our Ash Wednesday Service will be held on Wednesday, March 5th at Noon at 

Grace Presbyterian Church.  
 

 

 
 

During our worship service on Sunday, March 16th, we will have a Celebration of Life for 

Pam Fontenot. Pam was a long-time member of Grace Presbyterian Church. She served as 

Deacon, sang in the choir, and helped with Angel Tree for many years. 

We will also be serving refreshments after worship on the 16th in the Grace Fellowship Hall 

in remembrance of Pam. We hope you can join us! 
 
 



 

MARDI GRAS BREAK – the Grace MDO Program will be closed the week of Mardi Gras 
(March 4th – 6th) and will reopen on Tuesday, March 11th. 
 
MDO REGISTRATION –MDO is currently accepting registrations for their upcoming Summer 
2025 & Fall 2025-2026 semesters. Spots are filling up fast, so if you know of anyone 
interested, please have them e-mail mdoatgrace@gmail.com or call 337-984-6400 for more 
information. 
 
MARDI GRAS PARADE – on Thursday, February 27th, MDO had their annual Mardi Gras 
Parade at 1:30 p.m. on the Grace Tennis Court. Parents joined us for this fun event that the 
children look forward to each Mardi Gras. 
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9:30 am – Sunday School  

10:30 am – Worship 

11:30 am - Refreshments 

 

 

9am-2pm  MDO 

 

9am-2pm  MDO 

 

9am-2pm  MDO 

6:30pm – Al-anon 

 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

2    Communion 
 

Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

 
UCO Collection 

3 4 
 

 
Church Office & 

MDO Closed 

5 
Ash Wednesday 

Service @ 
Noon 

 
 

MDO Closed 

6 
 
 

 
 

MDO Closed 

7 8 

9      Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

 

10 11 
Session 

Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

12 13 14 15 

16 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Celebration of Life 
& Refreshments 
After Worship 

17 

 

18 
MDO Board 

Meeting 
2:15 p.m. 

19 20 21 22 

23 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

24 
PW Women 

Circle Meeting 
10:30 a.m.  

@ Grace Church 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Lily Sales 
Begin 
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